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18 October 2011

Talking points – Day of Gilad Shalit's return
Communicated by National Information Directorate – Prime Minister's Office
1. The entire Israeli nation is filled with great emotion at the return of Gilad Shalit to his country and his family.

2. The Government of Israel approved the agreement with a heavy heart, due to the necessity of releasing many terrorists and murderers.

3. It was Israel's moral duty and commitment to make every effort, on the one hand,  to bring home a soldier captured while fulfilling his duty, and, on the other hand, to minimize the security risks presented by the release of terrorists.

4. Particular circumstances in the Middle East created a one-time "window of opportunity" to bring Gilad home. If the agreement had not been concluded now, it is doubtful if it would have taken place at all or if the conditions could have been improved.

5. The heads of all the various branches of the security services recommended that the Government approve the agreement and expressed confidence in their ability to handle the challenges it presents.

6. The State of Israel will continue to spare no effort to obtain information about the remaining missing and captured IDF soldiers: Zacharya Baumel, Zvi Feldman, Yehuda Katz, Ron Arad, Guy Hever and Majdy Halabi. 

7. Israel will act harshly and without hesitation against released prisoners who renew their terrorist activities.

8. The Government of Israel succeeded in significantly minimizing Hamas's achievements in the agreement. The highest-ranking officers of Hamas and other terrorist organizations will remain in prison, namely: Ibrahim Hammed, head of the Hamas military arm in Judea and Samaria and responsible for serious terrorist attacks; Abdullah Barghouti, the Hamas senior "engineer" of explosive devices and responsible for the bombs that exploded in Moment Café, the Hebrew University and others; Ahmed Sadat, one of the assassins of Minister Rehavam Zeevi (Gandi); and Abbas a-Sayed, mastermind of the Passover massacre at the Park Hotel.



Israel also succeeded in:

a. Reducing the number of terrorists to be released to Judea and Samaria from 200 to 110;

b. Minimizing the risk by arranging for 203 of the terrorists to be banned to the Gaza Strip and destinations abroad.

c. Placing security restrictions on the released terrorists – prohibition on travel abroad and entry into Israel; and, in the case of east Jerusalem residents, prohibition on entry into Judea and Samaria and obligatory weekly visits to a police station.

d. Deciding who will be released in the second stage of the deal. Israel will determine the names of the 550 prisoners to be released in the second stage of the agreement, none of whom are serving life sentences.

9. Hamas has paid a heavy price and the population in the Gaza Strip has suffered greatly: Since Gilad Shalit's capture, 1500 Palestinians in the Gaza Strip have been killed, hundreds have been injured and dozens arrested in the hostilities between Hamas and Israel. In addition, economic activities and daily life have been severely disrupted. There is no question that Hamas could have spared Gaza residents much suffering if it had not abducted the Israeli soldier.

10.  It is shocking to observe the joyous celebrations being held to welcome fanatic Muslim terrorists who murdered hundreds of innocent people, including women and children and entire families.

11.  Gilad Shalit was held by Hamas in total isolation, without visits by the Red Cross, in contravention of all international laws and conventions. In contrast, the terrorists imprisoned in Israel enjoy humanitarian conditions in accordance with international standards.

12. The Shalit agreement will not affect Israel's policy towards Hamas in the Gaza Strip. The purpose of the security blockade is to prevent arms smuggling, which would empower Hamas and expand Iranian influence in the Gaza Strip – meaning more terrorist activity and more rockets launched at civilian targets in Israel. Today, the Gaza Strip is open to the entry of all types of goods, except those that could be used for terrorist or military purposes.
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