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Should someone take a closer look at people somehow connected to Room 808 
in the building that houses Russia’s Academy of Sciences (the Sefer Offices) 

they will find a wonderful micro-historical case-study or almost a family saga. 
Sefer with its training courses, seasonal schools, conferences and publishing 

efforts is the central address for life to everyone of us – and not only for those 
who have pursued academic Jewish studies as a profession.  

Sefer is a vibrant organization, producing a network of communication and 
social environment that is both unchangeable and, at the same time, in 

constant development. One day in Moscow, when not only social but academic 
advertising will emerge, a blue and gold poster will hang across the large 

expanse of Leninsky Prospect that reads, “SEFER IS A WAY OF LIFE!” 


